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HOME TOWN ORGANIZATIONS RECOGNIZE DR. 
FRANK ADAMO, BATAAN MEDICAL HERO 
 
REPRINTED FROM THE TAMPA 
TRIBUNE 
 
Dr. Frank Adamo is nothing if not modest. 
To hear him tell it, there’s nothing 
extraordinary about his life. 
 
Just your average story of a boy who drops 
out of elementary school, begins attending 
night school at 16, becomes a doctor and 
respected member of his community, 
discovers a revolutionary way to treat 
gangrene, performs heroically as an Army 
physician captured by the Japanese during 
the war, and returns home to find one of the 
main streets in his town named after him. 
 
The Hillsborough County Medical 
Association disagreed, since they honored 
Adamo the evening of Dec. 1, 1981 during a 
banquet at the Marriott Hotel by 
inaugurating the Frank Adamo Outstanding 
Service Award. 
 
Adamo, the oldest living past president of 
the Medical Association at 88, was made the 
first recipient of the award, which will be 
given annually to Hillsborough County 
His family was on hand the night the Ybor Optimist Club honored Dr. Frank S. Adamo in 
October, 1981. A handsome plaque designating the World War II hero El Mejor Ciudadano de 
Ybor City. Mrs. Adamo is seen at the doctor’s right, while his grandson, Frank Saxon, and Mrs. 
Saxon, extend congratulations. Adamo Drive is named for the famed medico.  
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citizens making outstanding contributions to 
their community. 
 
Adamo, who shrank from 160 to 90 pounds 
while a Japanese POW in the Philippines, 
and continued to treat fellow POWs even 
while he was afflicted with beri beri and 
other diseases, said he didn’t feel like a war 
hero. 
 
“No, I don’t, because to tell you the truth, I 
was scared like anyone else,” Adamo said, 
smiling. 
 
Congressman Sam Gibbons, one of the 375 
people present at the banquet, praised 
Adamo as “ a leader in the medical 
profession” and led the audience in giving 
the retired physician a standing ovation. 
 
A letter of appreciation from Tampa mayor 
Bob Martinez was also read to Adamo 
during the banquet by the association 
secretary, Emilio Echevaria. 
 
Adamo, who was born in Ybor City, had 
Adamo Drive named after him, and is a 
former chief of staff of Hillsborough County 
Hospital. He began to treat gangrene with 
hydrogen peroxide in the 1940s, making it 
possible to save thousands of gangrenous 
limbs during the war. 
